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offence against the sovereignty of the neutral nation affected
* . . the Government of the United States cannot believe that
the Imperial Government will longer refrain from disavowing
the -wanton act of its naval commander in sinking the Li^itania
or offering reparation for the American lives lost, so far as repara-
tion can be made for the needless destruction of human life by
that illegal act,
" In the meanwhile the very value which this Government
sets upon the long, unbroken friendship between the people
and Government of the United States and the people and Govern-
ment of the German nation, impels it to press most solemnly
upon the Imperial German Government the necessity for the
scrupulous observance of neutral rights. This is a critical matter.
Friendship itself prompts it to say to the Imperial Government
that repetition by the commanders of German naval vessels
of acts in contravention oC those rights must be regarded by the
Government of the United States when they affect American
citizens as deliberately unfriendly/'
The first act of the German-American negotiations on the
subject of submarine warfare thus closed with this open threat
that war would follow any further action by Germany on, the
lines of the torpedoing of the Lusitania*
I  think it well to reproduce here four of my reports,  dated
from Cedarhurst, a suburb of New York, where the Embassy
usually had its headquarters during tho hot summer months.
(x)   CIPHER
" Ccdarhnrst,  June  gth,  1915.
II The political outlook in America appears at present as calm
as a summer's day.    The position abroad is perhaps re-acting
on internal affairs to some extent, as Mr, Wilson, as is usual
in this country, considers foreign affairs primarily from the point
of view of their influence on the prospects of next year's presi-
dential campaign*
fr The tide of anti-German feeling aroused by the Lwsit&nia